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that most of the trials described are in their infancy 
and few conclusions are drawn. Most authors are 
hopeful that useful information will be available in 
the near future. 
The final section deals specifically with the use 
of vitamins in treating cancer patients. Several 
papers are published reporting studies employing 
vitamins C, B and E either as agents in their own 
right or in conjunction with established cancer 
treatments such as chemotherapy and radio- 
therapy. The authors are enthusiastic regarding the 
use of vitamins as agents in cancer treatment 
especially with regard to improving the quality of 
life of the patients. This section of the book will be 
of wide interest to biochemists and immunologists 
as well as oncologists. Again many discussions in- 
clude the fact that further work must be performed 
before definitive conclusions can be drawn. It is 
unfortunate that the section on the status of 
pyridoxyl derivatives and cancer growth in patients 
is headed vitamin C and cancer. 
The editors have achieved their aim of cor- 
relating a vast area of research into a single volume 
and have presented papers on very relevant 
research which will be of use to anyone with an in- 
terest in vitamins and cancer prevention or treat- 
ment. The book will be of more value to those who 
wish to know what has been achieved in the field 
and what is being done rather than to those who 
want a textbook of vitamin action and cancer 
prevention. 
S. Brown 
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This book is essentially a collection of review 
papers read to a Symposium held in Bethesda, 
Maryland, in November 1985 together with sum- 
maries of the discussions following each presenta- 
tion. There is, however, little attempt made to 
introduce much cohesion into the written pro- 
ceedings. Although the book is divided into several 
sections, differentiation and development; nutri- 
tional influences on transcriptional and transloca- 
tional modifications; nutritional effects on 
function of the immune system; nutrition, hor- 
mones and osteoporosis; selective nutritional 
diseases and imbalances and finally, nutritional 
factors in arteriosclerosis, there is no editorial in- 
troduction, interlinking statement, or summing-up 
provided for these different sub-sections. I feel 
that as a book, the whole exercise loses out by this 
omission. In my judgement there is little scientific 
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justification for continually publishing reports of 
scientific meetings in book form unless there is an 
important general message from the editor and a 
cohesive thread running throughout. Without this 
a book differs little from the type of collection of 
scientific papers one finds in a standard scientific 
journal. 
This offering has a further drawback. It is not 
printed in the conventional sense, it is merely a 
photographic reproduction of the original 
typescripts, albeit well executed. At a price of f59, 
however, surely something rather easier to read 
could be expected. The price will place the book 
quite outside the reach of most personal libraries 
and it is only likely to find a place in those of 
specialist organizations: a work-book like this 
should be more readily obtainable. 
What has been said should not be interpreted as 
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implying that there is little of scientific value liferation of scientific literature and the need to ra- 
within this volume: indeed the exact opposite tionalize its purpose and mode of presentation. 
would be the case. My comments reflect a more 
general concern I have for the ever-increasing pro- R.G. Whitehead 
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This book which deals with epigenesis and induc- 
tive interactions during early development is the 
sixteenth volume of the Developmental and Cell 
Biology Series edited by P.W. Barlow, P.B. Green 
and C.C. Wylie. 
In attempting to cover the development of the 
entire chordate phylum the authors undertook an 
ambitious project. The discussion concentrates on 
early development and excludes organ mor- 
phogenesis (although early events are mentioned). 
Even so, to keep this review to a reasonable size the 
authors have restricted their treatment of chordate 
development o the research carried out during the 
last two decades. To achieve this they refer the 
reader to a large number of reviews (many of them 
excellent) and they include an extensive list of 
references; however, it is regrettable that the 55 
pages of references include only a small number of 
reports published after 1980 and only a few in the 
area of the molecular biology of development. The 
book is divided into 19 chapters which have been 
ordered logically and each chapter ends with a 
useful evaluation/summary. In addition, there is 
an extensive reference list, a subject index and an 
author index. 
With the exception of symmetrisation the 
authors treated development chronologically. 
They start their treatment of development with the 
primordial germ cells and not with the fertilised 
egg as many other reviews do. Following the In- 
troduction and a chapter on general considera- 
tions, the next three chapters expertly guide the 
reader through oogenesis and spermatogenesis. 
The relationships between inductive interactions 
and competence and between them and mor- 
phogenetic movements is clearly explained 
throughout the text. Most chapters start with a 
look at amphibian development and continue with 
the presentation of the relevant literature from the 
analysis of development in other chordate groups. 
The authors conclude with the hope that their 
review stimulates a combined analysis of the 
biochemistry and the physiology of the inducing 
and reacting system; the theory and hypotheses are 
certainly well-presented in this volume. 
The text is written in a very clear and straightfor- 
ward style and it is easy to follow. However, a few 
more illustrations, especially recent ones, would 
have been useful. 
D. Savva 
491 
